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:\ntota~ 
"SCIENCE "W"IT::S:: PRACTICE." 




'rime is rolling onward ever, 
Through this dismal" Vale of Tears;" 
Ages pass away forever, 
Sunlight dawns on brighter years. 
Thus the stream of life is flowing 
Down the slope of fleeting time; 
On its silvety waves are g-lowing, 
Things to make our lives sublime. 
All along this mighty river, 
Unrelenting in its sway, 
Those upon its waves can never, 
Launch and sail but once away. 
Near its source where ripples hear them. 
Children play with careless glee, 
Heedless of the waves that bear them 
Downward, surging to the sea. 
But when childhood scenes are fading, 
As the river hurries on, 
And the children find them wading 
In the stream of manhood's dawn, 
'fheu the waters all around them, 
Growing deeper as they go, 
Will with solemn care surround them, 
As they toss them too and fro. 
Like a ship upon the ocean, 
When exposed to ocean's strife, 
If we live through the commotion, 
We are bound to swim for life. 
All around us men are striving 
To escape the watery grave, 
Some by honest toil are thriving, 
Others sink beneath the wave. 
All are moving onward slowly, 
Men of wealth and men of pride, 
Mingle with the poor and lowly, 
Drifting with the endless tide. 
And, as downward they are going, 
Where, for ages, men have gone, 
There the restless waves keep flowing, 
While they're bringing others on. 
Thus the ever rushing river, 
Bears us to the mystic sea, 
And no earthly power can sever, 
'fhat which carries us away. 
But, upon life's stormy highway, 
Where mankind may choose the same, 
Some have sought them out a by-way, 
Where they floated off to fame. 
Now, that life is yet before us, 
In their steps let ours be bent; 
That, when future years come o'er us, 
We may look on life well spent. 
And we never should eschew them, 
But should work for duties' sake, 
For it's only justice to them, 
'fhat we follow in their wake. 
And if wealth and fame forsake us, 
Still we never should despair, 
For it's right and truth, that make us 
Men and women, true and fair. 
And if thus we live. whenever 
Night has closed life's weary day, 
We will turn to bless the river, 
That has borne us on our way. 
THE NEW EDUCATION.· 
PROF. W. H. WYNN. 
I. 
It is interesting and instructive to trace the history of 
education in its more modern developments, from the days of 
Rousseau down to the present time. Out of the movement 
inaugurated, perhaps, by that eminent Frenchman, has sprung 
what now is distinctively.called the New Education, and what, 
in its ruling idea, is the grand discovery of the age. In running 
over this history, we encounter many curious and strangely 
visionary schemes, inany wild ideas, many crude and fanatical 
undertakings, and yet the aggregate result of it all is, the on-
ward movement of the great cause, in the discov:ery of method, 
and the general perfecting of the theory and apparatus of a sys-
tem of public instruction. 
What is remarkable in this history is, that we keep almost 
wholly in the line of what we call the Sensational School of 
Philosophy. From Locke and Comenius we pass on to Rousseau, 
who embodied his idea in that remarkable work, "Emile, on de 
l' Education"; thence to the great Swiss reformer, Pestalozzi, 
following Rousseau's example in commending his notions in a 
work of fiction, "Leinhardt und 0ertrud "; thence to Basedow 
and the Philanthropists; thence to .Froebe] and his" Kinder-
garten"; thence forward to the more recent speculations of 
Herbart, Beneke, and Herbert Spencer, landing. us finally in the 
epoch in which we now are. 
During all this time the aim has been to find such methods 
of instruction as will conform to the order of nature; and 
since observation and experiment must come into prominence 
in every educational system, it was inevitable that the Sensa-
tional theories, which exalt these processes and make them the 
exclusive inlets of knowledge, should be held by the great edu-
cational reformers in undue esteem. Great discoveries may 
spring from false psychological views. For example, William 
Occam, the Invincible Doctor, in the thirteenth century, 
knocked the Realism of Dunns Scotus into hopeless fragments, 
and set up N ominalism for the English mind for all the follow-
ing years up to the present time. The result was the physical 
sciences were born, and it is impossible to see how Bacon or 
Newton or Darwin could have been, but for these stalwart 
strokes of William Occam, in exalting the particular, and 
putting the overgrown general to an inglorious rout. And yet, 
I have no idea that Nominalism will receive the final verdict of 
a thinking race. Fundamentally, it is not true; and no school 
of Sensational philosophy, not even that which now marches so 
triumphantly in the van of the evolution hypothesis, can, for 
any length of time, command the cordial belief of mankind, 
simply because observation and experiment a1·e not the only 
inlets of knowledge. 
Nevertheless, as a matter of fact, the New Education is a 
collateral result of these Sensational schools-not because their 
fundamental maxim is correct - nihil est in intellectu, nisi 
priusfu,erit in sensu-but because their reasonings have been 
suggestive of the proper place of the senses in the natural 
unfolding of the powers. Dropping now the metaphysical 
aspect of this subject, we may proceed to define the New Educa-
tion to be, essentially, the idea of acquiring information tn the 
act of applying it. 
It is a plain _and obvious principle, instinctively acted on in 
the arts, but strangely overlooked for long centuries in what 
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are called the higher ranges of mental pursuits. If I want to 
learn anything, let me do that thing, if it can at all be done. 
The doing of any thing, even if awkwardly and ludicrously 
attempted, brings with it a kind of instruction which mere 
words from a master cannot impart, a kind of self-teaching 
accompanied with self-direction, and self-correction, which is, 
after all, the only fruitful discipline the human mind can have. 
Whatever the system in detail may be, it should keep in view 
ends of self-management, rather than the mere passive recep-
tion of the lavish information which books and teachers may 
supply. _ Books and teachers become not the less indispensable, 
and the routine should be even more exacting; but all these 
helps are designed to direct the student, while he directs himself. 
He must do, and do, and do, as guided and encouraged, and 
variously stimulated by his teachers; but his progress is ever-
more in direct ratio as he has the courage to do. 
One is reminded of the characteristic outburst of Mr. Car-
lyle: "Do one thing! For the first time in thy life do a thing: 
a new light will rise to thee on the doingof all things whatsoevei:. 
'fruly a boundless significance lies in work." In the arts and 
handicrafts of life, no one would think of proceeding otherwise. 
What should we think of a musician, who would lecture pro-
foundly on the subject of music, but never require his classes to 
open their mouths, or touch their fingers to a key. Even sup-
posing them to have clearly comprehended the science of music 
as he tlieoretically expounded it, still, acquired in that purely 
abstract way, it cannot have any permanent lodgment in the 
mind. 
Take any of the arts. I suppose that Mr. Smillee, or Mr. 
Burt, or Mr. ,Jones, could explain to any man of average intelli0 
gence all the subtle manipulations in the art of vignette en° 
graving, so that the one attending might be confident that he 
understood every word that was said, yet, when the fingers 
would. come to take up the tools, it would be found, not only 
that they were awkward and intractable, but that the informa-
tion had been but dimly and vaguely apprehended. In the arts; 
at all events, there are two ways of learning a thing, through 
the intelligence, and through the intelligence plus the active 
powers. But since, in this region, the mere intellectual appre-
hension of a subject does by no means give an adequate, and· 
not at all a permanent knowledge of it, we may properly con-
clude that, without the doing of it, it is not learned at all. 
THE WEB OF LIFE IS OF TANGLED YARN. 
LEssity reacl in the Freshman composition class, by Miss Maude Hicks.] 
In the web ·we each are weaving as we journey onward, how 
seldom we stop to consider the tangles we are making, the knots 
that will disfigqre the beautiful warp given us by the kind 
J?ather. This world is but _the factory where the children are 
taught to work; some fall by the wayside, while others by 
strong endeavor work steadily on till their work is done. 
In babyhood and childhood the threads seem too smooth and 
silken to knot, but the disposition of after years is developing, 
and an angry word or a little falsehood will mar the beauty of 
that young life. We can not stop the work but we can shape it 
as we will; we can distinguish between right and wrong, and 
have a thought for the beauty of the mesh. When through for-
getfulness the mistakes come, the frown will come, but if we be 
earnest workers the firm resolve to be more careful will be 
made, and thus our failures be our stepping stones to success. 
How the good resolutions weave in, here and there, a golden 
thread running through the whole; many may tarnish, and 
prove that," all is not gold that glitters," yet the purer bright-· 
ness of the true ones will be the more apparent. 'fhe lessons 
we learn, our manner of doing things, and our power over self, all 
make up part of the woof; the first two, that we make the habit_ 
oms of doing well each thing we do, thereby, weaving in stability 
of character and firmness, which will increase with constant 
use. "That the man who controls himself is greater than he who 
rules an army," is every day the clearer, for duty says do one 
thing, inclination a1iother, and, if inclination get the better once, 
'twill again. 
" Time with a face like a mystery 
"''ith hands as busy as hands can be, 
Sits at his loom with his work outspread, 
To catch in its meshes each shining thread." 
It is a mystery with us, and old father Time but makes the 
mystery deeper, but we, like him, must watch for the bright 
threads to weave. As we look back, how the sunshine and 
shadow seem mingled; here a place where all the bright hues 
are blended in perfect sunshine, and near this, another of the 
strangest contrast, the roughest of weaving and the darkest 
and most somber of colors, for the eyes were dimmed with tears, 
a dear friend had been called away forever, and though we 
know 'tis for the best, we miss the patient hands, the tender 
sympathy that will ne'er be ours again. In manhood a11d 
womanhood wlien the work should be real, earnest, and trqe, 
in this the strongest part of our life, we are prone to promise 
that after awhile we will be more careful. 
Young America says," after I have sown my wild oats, then 
I'll reap the true ones," _and he wastes the best years of his life 
in laying a foundation of the weakest kind on which to build 
his after structure. 'fhe girls are just as foolish, for, instead of 
living to be true, noble women, many of them think, "we'll be 
young while we can, the dignity will come all too soon." So it 
will, but will true dignity come where no preparation has 
been made for it? In middle life the failures of youth begin to 
have effect; .the work begi_ns h1 good earnest, and the snarls are 
few and far between, the hard lesson has been well learned, 
the pattern increases in beauty and the work is stronger and 
firmer. In old age, the golden halo of reverence gleams over all, 
the fingers may be weak and nervous, but the mind is clear and 
the judgment true, and the good example speaks to the giddy 
children louder than many words. 
"Click! Clack! there's a thread of love wove in.· 
Click! Clack! and another of wrong and sin. 
What a checkered thing will this life be, 
When we see it unrolled in eternity." 
We can not take up the work of others, but must start at 
the lowest round, and by our earnest efforts gain as high as we 
will, we try to do as others do or have done, but soon find that 
each must solve life's great problem for himself, no assistance 
can be granted, save good advice, and here is the poet's-
" Better to weave in the web of life, 
A bright and golden filling. 
And do God's work with a ready hand, 
And hearts that are prompt and willing, 
Than to snap the delicate minute threads 
Of our curious lives asunder, 
And then blame heaven for the tangled ends, 
And sit, and grieve, and wonder." 
LEARN TO THINK. 
"\Ve are composed of two natures, physical and mental, and 
if we are to judge by the majority, it would seem that our phys-
ical nature was of much the greater importance, for it is not 
uucommon-but much too common-to see persons exerting all 
their power and influence in gathering a large amount of this 
world's goods with the vain expectation of some time having 
much enjoyment as a reward for their hard toil and self0denial 
in the present. "\Vlmt a delusion ! It reminds one of a youngster 
chasing a bubble which is ever just out of his reach, yet so tempt-
ing that it inspires him with hope, and he pursues it with dili-
gence until when about to grasp the much coveted prize, it bursts, 
and is lost to him forever. ,Just so it is with those who are trying 
to place themselves so as to be satisfied or contented with phys-
ical enjoyments. 'fhey are ever looking forward with such 
high hopes and anticipation that they hardly notice the good 
things with which they are surrounded at present, but stumble 
or find fault with whatever_ hinders in the piusuit of that 
1878.] THE AURORA. 3 
which they make tlie whole object of their lives, and when, like 
the lmhhle pursuer, they fintl that the chase has been in vain, 
and that they must abide by the consequences, for it cmmot he 
repeated, how they regret, and what vexation will they feel 
because they did not try at least to devise some other way to 
find that for which we all Ii ve-enjoyment. 
Why is it that the great mass of mankind will he so deluded 
in this matter of seeking enjoyment 'r Is it because they have 
not learneu to think serionsly about the subject r It must be, 
for who that has tasted of th8 pure and more lasting joys of tho 
mind will not support the position here taken, which is that the. 
cultivation of Ute mind should be our first and main duty, and 
that of the body only as far as is necessary to complete that of 
the mind. It was intended by the Creator, that themind of 
man should rule. It seems that the world is getting sadly per-
verted in this matter; the body rules the mind and makes it 
subserve to its wishes, instead, of the mind ruling and the bouy 
he only of secondary importance, and used as a tool incarrying 
out the real design of life. And in such a case ;;honld it cause 
any wonder when we see so mm1y flisappointed, and so few 
enjoying their present existence r 
If we will continue to violate natural laws and endeavor to 
th wart the designs of God, we will bring snf'feringupon ourselves, 
as surely as we cause pain by thrusting our hands against literal 
fire. nnt, says one, how arc we · to commence this great work 
which should reform the world and add so nrnch to our enjoy-
ment r The answer comes, hy thinking, and by this very act we 
are led to place a less value upon the physical world, and a, 
greater value upon the productions of the rniml. · Learn. to 
think about whateverwe h:tvf' to do or say,and thus avoid that 
homely expression, "I didn't think," as an excuse for our mis-
takes. -
As thinking is a hahit, it shonld be formed when young, 
and no place is more appropriate than the school room for this 
work. Scholarn should be taught as much as possible to rely 
upon their own abilities and not take many things for grnnte<l, 
or just because "the book says so." The teacher who can get 
the most work performed by !tis scholars is accomplishing the 
greatest results. Another prominent qualification of the suc-
cessful teacher, is to he able to teach principle instead of form; 
that is, to have the pupil nnderstaud that it is of more import-
ance to know why a certain process succeeds in obtaining the 
rnqnired result, than to know how to get the result by a certain 
form or rule, becanse the former furnishes food neither for 
thought nor investigation, and when the habit of thinking is 
formed the foundation of-an education is laicl. There are many 
ways that can he <levised by the thoughtfnl teachm· to aid the 
scholar in this most important work, and though less surface 
may he traversed in developing the sciences, yet, be not discour-
aged, for upon the strength of the foundation depends the f(1ture 
effect of the su1ierstructure. And as we keep the object of the 
world i11 view, which is enjoyment, where shall we go ln this 
life to find that which exceeds the joy of a new discovery'? 
"\Vho has not noticed the effect produced upon that pupil of a 
class who llrst masters an· idea that for some time has troubled 
his classmates? And . the principle here shown holds good 
through life, and the joy is felt in comparison with the difficulty 
solved. 
that teacher who is couscious of having placed those entrusted 
to his care aml instruction upon such a road as shall lead them, 
not into tlte low ancl groveling habits of passion, !mt into the 
higher, holier, and more exalting enjoyments that emanate 
~·rom a life based upon principle. E. A. SuB-FlmSH. 
A VALUABLl<J PRESFJNT. 
"\V. T. Harris, Ed. of the ,Journal of SpeculativB Philosoplty,St. 
Louis, .Mo., has m:ule a most generous free-will offering to our 
Library of all the back volnmes of his ,Journal. It is a most 
valuable gift and every student iJJ psychology, and every one 
interested in metaphysical studies, wtU thank Mr. Harris for 
this generous contribution. As a respository of all kinds of 
speculative learning and research, especially as an exponent of 
TTegelianism in all its branches, it occupies the field alone on 
this side of the Atlantic, am1 certainly has no peer among Eng-
glish spBaking peopfo miywlwre. Not dogmatically hound to 
Hegelianism, it aims from this stand-point to judge of all past 
and contemporary systems, and in particular to antagonize the 
shallow Sensational theories which just now are making so 
loud a noise in the world. lt was in this spirit that the .J our-
nal was founded. Somewhere we have seen it stated- that Mr. 
Harris prepared an article, thoroughly dissecting the system of 
Herbert Spencer, then in the high tirle of popular favor, and sent 
it to the Atlantfo Monthly to get publicity for it there, and that 
it was rejected. \Vlterenpon he rnsolved to start an organ of 
his own in which he could have free scope to express his own 
viPws, aml, through translatioJts from contemporary German 
liternture,arn1 in original contrilrntions from the greatest think-
ers of the age, set up a fonnidahle break-water against the 
inrushing ti<he of materialism that was threating to sulnnerge 
the land. Hence, the Jrmrnal of Specitlati·oe Philosophy. Its 
rnnge is wide. Jt deals with all metaphysical arnl msthetical 
and social suhjocts. And, although ofton it rises apparently 
altogether beyoml the reach of ordinary intellects, yet tlwre are 
articles of the richest ancl clearest thought in each numller that 
will alrnmlantly repay close arn1 earnest reacling. The eminent 
gcmtleman and saw.1,n that eclits the Joiwnal has our warmest 
gratitude for his valuable present. 
In studying the Natnral Scieuces some stmlents will persist 
in walking about with their eyes closed to Natnrn around them. 
They may he gpod gleaners from textbooks, and seem to think 
that, if this wot·k is well done, no especial importance· attaches 
to the direct oliservation of Nature. "\Vlmt is the object of stncl-
ying the Natural Sciences 'r Is it to con textbooks and become 
theoretically familiar with what is known and nothing more r 
lf wc deem rightly, the true study of :N"ature, which is the 
object of these sciences, properly begins where textbook work 
cuds. The inexlrnnstible iield for research in this line is yet 
almost unop{mecl. The true student of Nature must go beyond 
textbooks-must olJserve for .himself. "\Ve supposi-, every one 
has noticed that the best practical stHdents, the best collectors, 
those who really see and know ·most of Nature aml her secrt>t 
works, are often indifferent or even poor in textbook work. 
Of course an ideal student would be good in both depart-
ments; but such we seldom find. Most are either hookworms, 
who see anu know little of Natnre, or else practical observers, 
Then, if thi_nking is a source of so much enjoyment, is it that do but little textbook work, and are sometimes able to get 
not the greatest part of the teacher's work to teach how to !mt little good from them. 'l'he bookworm usually does much 
think i' Is it not of more importance to teach how to get an cramming-relies more upon his memory than any other fac-
education, than it is to simply stuff the mind of pupils with ulty; while the real observer sees, and reasom; upon what he 
what little scientific knowledge it is possible during the short sees. The latter may pass a much poorer examination than the 
time of a school term, and in most cases to he forgotten during former, especially after a few weeks of cramming, but he knows 
vacation r Here thPn rests the success of the teachers. If a vastly more about natnre, and will be able to do much more 
pupil ha;; been taught to see the value of education; and in- practical work in life. "\Vhoever will solve the problem of how 
spired by its joys ancl lasting effects, and then tanght how to to induce stndeuts to pass through it College course, and espec-
obtain it, there is little room to donbt as to his future prosper- ially to prepare for examinations without this pernicious sys-
ity. And many should be the pleasant hours of reflection for tern of cramming, will confer a lasting benefit upon humanity. 
4 THE AURORA. [AUGUST, 
TE:E .A UROR.A. 
FUELISJ3:ED JY-r:ON"TJ3:L Y 
BY THF. 
FOUR LITERARY SOCIETIES 
OF THE 
Iowa Agricultural College. 
CORPS OF EDITORS. 
R. BURKE, Editor-in-Chief. 
H. L. GI,ENN, 1fLiternry Dept. 
{ C. HAINER, lscientilic Dept, 
ltLLEN RICE, \ 
W. M. Sco·rT, 
G. C. FAVILLE, Miscellaneous Dept. 
R. D. SWIFT, 
CARRIE CAR'l'F.R, 
BOAIW OF DIRECTORS. 
H. MARTIN, President, 
W. K. RmrnINS, Treasmer, 
M. CLEAVER, 
L. L. MANWARING, 
TERMS. 





One dollar per annum in advance. Single copy fifteen cents. 
THE AmWRA will be forwarded to all subscribers until ordered discontinued 
and all arrcarages are paid. · 
Book notices given free of all bool,s sent us by dealers or publishers. 
All communications should be addressed to 
THE AURORA, All1ES, IOWA. 
TIIE .T UNIOR ladies are now engaged two afternoons of each 
week in the model kitchen, under the able instructions of Mrs. 
vVelch. The first display of their cooking was during the recent 
visit of the Board of 'frustees for whom they prepared an 
excellent supper. In justice to the ladies we hereby acknowl-
edge our invitation to "partake of the viands so gracefully 
spread" on that oJcasion, and return our thanks. vVe know 
whereof we speak when we say the bountiful supply of luxuries 
and substantials were prepared in the most palatable manner. 
The model kitchen, though only a year old, is one of the most 
interesting and useful features of the college. The culinary 
practice which it affonls the young ladies, in connection with 
the lectures on Domestic Economy by Mrs. vVelch, enables 
them to go away from their .Alma Mater as practical house-
keepers, capable of applying the principles of a scientific educa-
tion in beautifying homes and securing the comfort and happi-
ness of their inmates. 
The manner in which victuals are prepared has an influ-
ence on the dispositions of those who eat them, and this fact 
has never been fully appreciated. Sour bread invariably pro-
duces a sour disposition, heavy biscuit a heavy heart, and roiled 
coffee never settles a roiled temper. Dispepsia is perhaps as 
much a mental as a physical affection, and it is caused by the 
quality rather than the quantity of food eaten. The millions 
who suffer from dispepsia are not an army of gluttons. We 
prophesy that this evil will never haunt the home of a .T uni or 
lady, nor steal one drop from her cup of joy. 
IN OUR last issue we announced that Prof. vVynn had been 
elected to the chair of English Literature and Latin in Witten-
berg College, Springfield, Ohio. At that time the Professor was 
undergoing a severe struggle in trying to decide what course to 
pursue. Since then the struggle has ended; the decision is made, 
and the Professor will remain at the Agricultural College. The 
circumstances under which the position in Wittenberg was ten-
dered to him were peculiar. The institution is not an obscure 
one, as was intimated by a correspondent, "X," in the Register. 
It is one of the oldest and best established in the state of Ohio. 
The chair was established by an Alumni endowment that has 
already reached $25,000; and the Professor was assured that this 
would soon be increased to $30,000, and that his salary would 
then he $2400 a year; to crown all, they offered to defray his 
expenses in moving. There was, therefore, some inducement 
in the way of compensation. But what made the struggle 
hardest was that the position was tendered him by his fellow 
Alumni, he being selected without his knowledge of it and 
without competition, from among hundreds of graduates of that, 
institution. No higher expression of appreciation could have 
been made. When the Board of Trustees of the Agricultural 
College were consulted about the matter, they unhesitatingly 
and unanimously told the Professor that his services here could 
not be spared. He has built up a flourishing and interesting 
department and has otherwise made himself valuable in his 
Sabbath services and other duties, so that the board wisely 
thought he could not go without serious risk. After nearly 
seven years' labor in the Agricultural College, he feels like re-
maining and pushing his work on to greater efficiency and per-
fection, rather than to begin again in a strange field. 
SEVENTY per cent. of the students in attendance at the 
College last term were sons and daughters or wards of farmer~, 
and came directly from the farm; the fathers or guardians ot 
7.8 per cent. were mechanics; of 5.4 per cent., merchants; of 4.2 
per cent., educators;, of 2.4 per cent., lawyers; of 1.2 per cent., 
physicians; and the remaining !l per cent. were distributed 
among clergymen, journalists, commercial men, public officers, 
etc. 'fhis shows conclusively that the Agricultural College is 
truly an institution the advantages of which the farmers, and 
the industrial classes generally, avail themselves. So far it 
fulfils its mission, and no one will attempt to deny the fact. 
But there are those who complain that the Agricultural Col-
lege does not return to the farm a proper proportion of students 
and graduates. The fact is that the number returning im-
mediately to the farm, is comparatively small. 'fhe stu-
dents are not all fortunate possessors of farms or of money 
with which to purchase them. On the contrary, most of them 
come to the college with limited means, which become still more 
limited in the struggle through a four years' course. After the 
student graduates he can commence farming immediately, for 
some other man, at from $15 to $20 per month, or he can enter 
the school-room or accept a position of trust and responsibility 
at from $40 to $80 per month. Now, if he has determined to be 
a farmer and live a free and independent life, what course will 
he pursuer Certainly the one in which he will soonest acquire 
a farm for himself. This, in most cases, induces him to turn 
his back for awhile upon pleasant sunshine, pure air, flowering· 
fields, and golden harvests, only to appreciate them the more 
after a few years, when his labors at the desk or in the class 
room will have enabled him to add to their pleasures the feel-
ing of sovereignty and ownership of the land. Up to this time 
the College has graduated 123 students, and of this number 81 
are ladies. I<Jven under the circumstances above set forth 17 
per cent. of the gentlemen are practical farmers. A larger per 
centage of the ladies are farmers' wives, and, on good authority, 
many more of them are but waiting to be asked. Besides the 
graduates, hundreds of undergraduates have gone out from the 
College,-students who attended only one, two, or three years, 
finishing only part of the course. Without doubt a large ma-
jority of this class returns to the farm. 
This is sufficient to show that the students at the Agricul-
tural College are not the aristocratic, labor-despising, farm-
detesting class which they have been represented to be, but that 
they look on farming as one of the most honorable and pleasant 
occupations in which they can engage. We do not wish to 
soothe the grumbler by an assurance that they are all preparing 
to become farmers, sooner or later, for such is not the case, but 
we do believe that their influence will ever be exerted, directly 
or indirectly, in elevating and ennobling industry. The law pro-
vides that the students shall be instructed in the sciences 
related to agriculture and the mechanic arts, not excluding 
the other branches of knowledge; this instruction is given to 
them with jealous care, and in whatever field they apply it 
when they go away, it proves to he an effectual instrument, 
enabling them, in many instances, to distance all competitors. 
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SCIENTIFIC. 
LOGICAL METHOD IN LEGISLATION. 
A superficial study of the subject of Legislation might lead 
to the conclusion that it is incapable of logical method. The 
definition of the boundaries of individual freedom; the prose-
cution of public enterprises; the adjustment of penalties to 
crimes; the adaptation of means to ends: all these seem to be more 
under the dominion of variable circumstances than invariable 
law. It may be maintained, and with plausibility. that the 
formation of the greater part of our statutes is due to public 
incident and accident-popular need and demand. It must be 
admitted that the government exists only in the approbation of 
the governed: that the law not rooted in public esteem is value-
less. These premises seem axiomatic, and from them is· deduced 
the conclusion that legislation, to be effective, must adapt itself 
to the varying needs of the people. In other words, the making 
of laws is declared to be a purely empirical process, governed 
only by the stress of concomitant conditions. 
The error of this specious but untenable hypothesis can be 
rendered apparent by a little investigation. Its advocates seem 
to be ignorant of the truth that in the social and political, as 
well as the physical, world, like causes are always followed by 
the same effects; they ignore the fact of an universal idea of 
justice; they destroy social science, and substitute in its place 
social guess-work; they would eliminate all beauty and design 
from this portion of the universe, and, deposing divine law, 
crown blind Fate and fickle Fortune lords of all. It shall be 
our ·endeavor, then, to vindicate the jurisdiction of Natural 
Law in the legislative and social, as in other, fields. 
Emerson, in his essay on History, maintains the existence 
of a mind common to all individual men. "Every man," he 
says, "is an inlet to the same and all of the same." "Who hath 
access to this universal mind, is a party to all that is or can be 
done, fur this is the only and sovereign agent." He then clearly 
demonstrates that History is the record of the operations of 
this mind, and that historical events are explicable only through 
individual experience. 
No statement could be more truthful. The framework of 
all minds was designed by the same architect. Human intel-
lects are each and every one put up on the same plan. The 
mental joists and timbers are common to all men,-modified, 
some more massive in one individual, others in another, but 
still common to all. Details and dimensions may vary, but the 
psychological truss is universally the same. It is upon this 
similarity of mental constitution that society is founded. 
Without it, Philosophy of History would be an empty name, 
Social Science a non-entity, Legislation a farce. The wide-
spread instinct of duty is the solid foundation of the social 
edifice. The universal convictions are the vital roots of social 
order. These are the product of neither education nor reason, 
but are co-existent with them. They are 
"Ingredients in the compound, man; 
Infused at the creation of the kind." 
The identity of conditions in the individuals of the social world 
having been thus established, like causes must produce like 
effects, and the power of natural law is proven. 
The assertion that the dignity of law is dependent on the 
reasoning powers of fallible humanity, is indefensible. We 
have a moral sense, whose dictates-not those of reason-are 
the legal foundation. Any law not resting on this universal 
instinct, but based on the shifting sands of mere public opinion, 
must soon crumble. The legislative arena is now well-nigh 
choked with the debris of such laws: exploded financial theories, 
disintegrated protective schemes, and decayed religions enact-
ments, cumber the ground in promiscuous disorder. While the 
fact that the laws of Solon of Athens challenge the admiration 
of living statesmen, and that the code of Justinian is yet in 
many respects unexcelled, is a sufficient confutation of the em-
pirical hypothesis. 
Since Natural Law controls the phenomeua of the social 
and political world, there must be a logical method applicable 
to the formation and discussion of human laws. The scientific 
method is as applicable here as elsewhere. Complexity of 
causes must not be mistaken for the play of chance. The num-
bers that often combine to produce a single effect should not 
confound the investigator. Once introduce logical method, and 
chaos crystallizes into orderly sequence. Analysis mtist be 
brought to bear upon the manner of producing and discussing 
laws, as well as on the laws themselves; and not until this 
system is systematized need we expect to see the absurdities 
and dead-letters disappear from statute books. X. 
COMMUNICATED. 
·FABYAN's, WHITE MOUNTAINS, N. H. 
July 15, 1878. 
MESSRS. EDITORS :~The American Institute of Instruction 
has just held its forty~ninth annual session, July 9--12, and, inas-
much as the representative of the editorial staff of the AURORA 
failed to put in an appearance, I propose to communicate a 
few facts concerning it. 
This organization, virtually a New England body, has been 
closely identified with educational interests for half a century. 
Dr. Wayland, of Brown University, was its first president, and 
it has counted among its members many of the most profound 
thinkers and eminent educators of the age. Especially inter11st-
ing as have been i_ts proceedings for three years past, the session 
just closed has eclipsed any and all assemblies of a like charac-
ter ever convened in the country. '.rhe questions under com1id-
eration, almost without exception, were of a nature eminently 
practical and of vital importance; while it is by no means diffi-
cult to discover the superiority of some papers over others, and 
to criticise, unjustly, as I think, some of the positions taken, as 
a whole both the addresses and the remarks of those participa-
ting in discussion were masterly and exhaustive. The gratify-
ing success of this meeting reflects great credit upon all con-
cerned. To the president of the association, T. N. Bicknell, of 
the New England Journal of Educat-lon, we are indebted for 
the general harmony and completeness of a thousand and one 
details of arrangement-to the speakers, for the rich feast of 
good things spread before us-to the railway officials for uni-
form courtesy and kindness-and, lastly and largely, for feeding 
the multitudPs, to the gracious landlords, whose- eaimcious 
houses were made to accommodate, with a remarkable degree 
of comfort, upwards of five thousand persons. 
The selection of this locality for the occasion was extremely 
happy. '.rhe White Mountain region is celebrated the world 
over for the picturesqueness and grandeur of its scenery, while 
the unrivalled facilities for reaching it from all sections by rail 
render it the most popular mountain resort in the United 
States. Within a few years, a new railway-the Portland and 
Ogdensburgh-has been constructed, running directly through 
the famous Crawford Notch, and is a marvel of railroad enter-
prise and engineering. 
The N otcll proper is some twenty-five miles long, formed by 
the seemingly perpendicular walls of two lof1.y mountains, side 
by side, with a small river between them. The roadbed is 
located on the monntain side, hundreds of feet above the Saco 
valley below. For a considerable distance, the grade is one 
hundred and fifteen feet to the mile, and many of the embank-
ments, trestles and tremendous cuts richly repaid an extended 
inspection, which could only be made on foot. The entrance, 
or Gateway of the Notch, consists of two perpendicular walls of 
solid rock, towering heavenward with but twenty-six feet 
"between joints," so that the observer from below sees a strip 
of daylight and skylight, in shape and dimension resembling a 
case-knife. Through this gateway run the railway, stage road, 
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and river. Hourly excursion trains pass through the Notch, 
equipped. with observation cars, having neither sides nor top, 
and so allowing the tourist, at his pleasure, to "observe" for-
ward, backward, upward, downward, and sideways ; and then 
think of a railroad company employing men for the sole purpose 
of standing at your side to answer inquiries, point out objects 
of interest, and even volunteer information on their own 
responsibility! 
The exercises of the Institute began July 9, in the spacious 
and magnificent parlors of the Fabyan. In his opening address 
President Bicknell presented statistics and historical matter, 
outlining the work of the Association in the past, and indicat-
ing its present strength, from which we learned that represen-
tatives from twenty-eight states were in attendance, coming 
from all ranks of the profession, and that, although the east 
furnished the greater portion of the membership and of the 
forty-nine meetings, not one has been held west of the Hudson 
river, yet the history of recent years unmistakably shows its 
growing national character. The remainder of his address was 
a comprehensive discussion of "School Officials," whom he 
would have thorough experts, with tenure of office sufficiently 
long to enable them to acquire and exercise a controlling influ-
ence, and in no way dependent on political elrnnges. Superin-
tendence should be conducted by educated men, chosen by per-
sons of education with special reference to fitness. In regard 
to teachers, he demanded a scale of salaries, recognizing degrees 
of qualification, and to build 1ip a noble permanent profession, 
make the ultimate salary worthy the aspiration of the high11st 
talent; and to crown all, give the professional teacher a life 
certificate from the hands of a thoroughly competent commis-
sioner equal in rank with medical or theological faculties. 
"Reform in the Teaching of Languages" was presented by 
L. Sauveur, LL. D. of New York, the chief apostle of the 
"Heness-Sauveur" or "Natural Method." He cited some fea-
tures worthy of censure in the present method of instruction, 
but the intolerable self-righteousness and extravagant claims of 
the new faith were characteristically prominent. He imag-ines 
the teaching of modern languages already completely revolu-
tionized and now advances to the conquest of the ancient. 
His" Introduction to the Teaching of Living Languages" and 
his" Erittetien~ sur la Grammaire" each came in for a share of 
the glory. We confess our inability to see how the unqualified 
statement that his method has been adopted by the most emi-
nent educational authorities can be compatible with sanity and 
veracity.,, .fit animated discussion followed, in which college 
professors and classical instructors radically dissented from his 
position. 
Hon. ,J. W. Dickinson, of the Mass. State Board of Education, 
next gave the result of his experience and research, in a well 
digested article, "School Supervision." It had the true ring and 
we wish every superintendent in Iowa could have heard it. 
When his ideal i_s realized we shall have superintendents not 
only thoroughly qualified to discharge all duties devolving upon 
them, but they will also give their whole thought and energy to 
a careful study of the philosophical principles underlying all 
true methods of instruction. He urged the propriety and neces-
sity of schools furnishing a moral as well as mental training; 
youth are instructed that they may become useful members of 
society; the format.ion and development of character is the 
grand desideratum; "the omission of the moral element from 
the public instruction .of a state's children will soon produce a 
state not worth preserving." At the evening session several 
interesting addresses were made of which we can make no men-
tion. 
Two papers on "Examination of Teachers" were given on 
the following day by Hon .. J. W. Corthell, State Supt. of Maine, 
and D. B. Hagar, A. M., of a Mass.Normal School: both covered 
the, whole ground, carefully discriminating between those tests 
which can and cannot be afforded by examinations of the ordi-
nary form. Mr. Hagar also outlined the qualifications requisite 
in a teacher, placing rrioral and intellectual character foremost, 
while knowledge of immediate subject-matter came in subordi-
nate to several others. In the ensuing discussion a lady frbm 
Illinois briefly described the system of examination in that and 
other of our western states, and pointed out their excellencies. 
Next followed a d_efense of co-education in an able address, 
",Joint and Disjointed Education," by Pres. Warren, D. D., of 
Boston University. '.rlie humerous and profound were wisely 
commingled in a complete refutation of the arguments ad-
vanced by those opposing the system on the grounds of disci-
pline and morality. 
A large party spent the night on Mt. Washington, holding a 
social meeting in the luxurious reception rooms of the _Summit 
House. At the regular Pvening session at the Fabyan, Profs. 
.Fay and Miles, of Mass., discoursed on the geology and topogra: 
phy of the locality and described mountain-building in general,-
explaining the v·arious agencies which have transformed the-
original unsightly and rugged pilPs into the enchanting forms 
of grace and beauty a:s we now see them, illustrating the phe-
nomena with the sciopticon. 
"Professional Schools for Tear.hers," and particularly of the 
highest grades, was the subject of the first discussion of the 
third day, in the course of which were made earnest and timely 
pleas for the establishment of chairs of educational science in 
colleges and universities, for training tutors and professors for 
their work. 
Next, a stirring address on "Political Education," by Prof 
Mowray, of Rhode Islancl-and no weightier words were spoken 
. during the entire meeting. Give the pupils in our common 
schools a rudimentary knowledge of the principles of political 
economy. When by this means ignorance of these great subjects 
shall have gradually disappeared from among the rank and file of 
the voting population, demagoguism will have been annihilated. 
Let it be understood that schools supported at the expense of 
the state are imparting such instruction as will protect and 
preserve the state, and the voice of opposition to the· public 
school system will cease, while the interests of education and 
pure government will be once and forever established. This 
address brought Gen. Eaton, U.S. Commissioner of Education, 
to the floor, who graphically delineated the alarming condition 
of the country at large, and especially the vast domain compris-
ing the new· territories. The true solution of the Indian, 
Mormon, and territm;ial problems he finds in immediately estab-
l_ishing free schools throughout the future empire of the new 
west, from Arizona to Idaho. 
In a paper entitled "Visible Speech," Prof. Butterfield dis-
cussed the universal phonetic alphabet, a discovery or perhaps 
the invention of Prof. A. M. Bell, of the University of Edin-
burgh, applicable to any and all languages and dialects. At the 
conclusion of the paper, the Commissioner of Education froin 
,Japan, Mr. 'J'anetaro Megata, pronounced a few sentences in 
his native tongue, the articulations being represented on the 
blackboard by Mr. Butterfield in phonetic ch:iracters: from tiiese 
characters several gentlemen reproduced the original ,Japanese 
wit.h great accuracy. 
A most scholarly address by Geo. B. Loring, LL. D., of 
Salem, and a scathing rebuke of aristocracy in education, by 
Pres. 1Vhite, of Indiana, we must pass over. Of marked interest 
was the illustrated lecture by Prof. Dolbear, of Tufts College, 
recounting the history of the telephone, phonograph, and micro-
phone. As often happens in new inventions several scientists 
claim these: in the absence of other claimants the Institute 
recognized Prof. Dolbear as the original telephonist by electing 
him an honorary member. 
The resolutions adopted in closing declared in favor of the 
metric system, the kindergarten, and, to the displeasure of some 
of us conservative old fogies, the "spelling reform." Wit-h a 
social reunion the forty-ninth session came to an end, all feelinu: 
that the occasion had been one of intense interest. 
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Ascending 8,000 feet on the celebrated mountain railway . 
we spent twenty-four hours on the summit of Mt. Washington. 
Provided with field glasses and an admirable chart of the whole 
field of vision, whose circumference is no less than a thousand 
miles, and happily favored with an atmosphere absolutely clear, 
the day proved one of rare enjoyment; our party secured many 
geological and botanical specimens. Your correspondent, after 
much lal>0r, obtained a fragment from the boulder· forming the 
extreme summit. The descent occupies an hour and a half, and 
affords much the best view of the frightful gorges and chasms. 
'.rhe grade of the ",Jacob's Ladder" is HJ80 feet to the mile· and 
LOCAL. 
Read" Communicated." 
Beautiful !-Crescent boquets, Saturday night. 
None of the Senior class use tobacco in any form. 
The themometer may now be safely taken out of the ice box. 
Rev. Mr. Percival and wife visited the Crescents last Satur-
day evening. 
Rev. M. Sturdevant, of Grinnell will preach to the students 
is a railway trestle, clinging to the extreme verge of a shoulder on Sunday, August 18. 
of the mountain, overhanging a chasm half a mile in depth. 
Standing on the platform of the car and" facing the situation," 
one shudders as he ventures to gaze into the profound abyss 
and contemplates the possibility of accident. Looking to west-
ward, no words of ours can describe the splendor of the scene. 
In silence we admire the commingling of light and shade, har-
moniously blended in ever-varying tints, the magnificence of 
the rifted clouds, the heavens ablaze with golden fire, the gor-
geous glory of the setting sun. Verily, "The heavens declared 
the glory of the Lord." '.rhe base of the mountain reached, we 
char1ge cars ana are soon bowling down the valley of the 
bounding Ammonoosuc. Six miles brings us to the junction of 
the Boston, Concord and Montreal Rail way, where our party 
breaks up and we go our several ways. W. C. B. 
CLIPPINGS. 
Since Mr. Porter has started his cheese factory, they trade 
the surplus milk from the farm for cheese. 
Prof. Lee and Mr. Booth attended Beecher's lecture at Mar-
shall, August 3. They speak highly of the lecture. 
The Christfan· Association is about to purchase new singing 
books for the use of the Sabbath school and prayer meeting. 
Bass bawl-frori1 that Junior who got his finger put out of 
joint by indiscreetly touching the business end of a "foul," the 
other evening. 
The cows did not come home one evening' not long since, 
the consequence was, several Seniors had to do without their 
usual bowl of milk for supper. 
Croquet is on the improve, judging from the Ii.umbers who 
who were trying to play on the farm-house grounds last Thurs-
day evening. Six or seven couples! 
A Freshman is said to be so thin that if, by chance, he turns A Junior says: "What a good thing it is for insects that 
sideways in one of those patent seats, he fall:;; through the they are not sentimental, for they never would be able to pnt 
cracks. their hands upon their hearts with proper effect." 
A young man from Auburn, who went to Texas last spring, ·where is our band this term? Last term it was one of the 
has telegraphed home to his father: "Fatted calf for one!" enjoyable features of the College. Their music was always 
Minister-" Don't you know it's wicked to catch fish on the good, as is all music of which Prof. Fox has charge. 
Sabbath'(" Small boy, (not having had a bite all the morning) The question, "Resolved, '.rhat mock councils have a more 
-" Who's catchin' fish?" refining influence than sheet and pillow case masquerades," 
"A young Oil citizen," remarks the Derrick, "calls his was decided in the affirmative by one of the societies, Saturday 
sweetheart Revenge, because she is sweet." And the young evening. 
married man on South Hill calls his mother-in-law Delay; Missing-that cheery whistle of" Simmie's" that has been 
because she is dangerons.-Biirlington Hawk-Eye. And a Cin- heard beneath our windows for the last year and a half. Any 
cinnati man calls his coachman Procrastination because he one returning the same to its old position will be suitably 
stole his watch.-Breakfast Table. rewarded. 
There are 79,000 miles of telegraph wire in the United 
States ond 6,850 offices, or one mile of line to every thirty-six 
square miles of area. England has 75,o00 miles of line and 
5,600 offices, or one mile of line to every one and a half miles of 
area. Russia has 31,500 miles of line and 900 offices, or one mile 
of line to every 330 square miles of area. 
He was a bachelor, had traveled extensively and could 
speak any language, dead or alive. Hieroglyphics were nothing 
to him. But when he returned home the other day and talked 
to his sister's baby, and when it cried and was pacified by its 
mother saying: "Did his naughty wauty uncle wuncle come 
homey womey and scarey warey my litte putsey wutsey," he 
leaned over the back of the chair and wept. 
An intelligent farmer living in Des Moines county has 
invented a henophone, modelled on the principle of the tele-
phone, by which one old reliable hen occupying a central office 
in the hennery, sits on all the nests about the establishment 
leaving the other fowls free to lay eggs, scratch, and cackle. As 
fast as a new nest contains the full complement of eggs, it is 
connected with the central office by a copper wire and the busi-
ness is seettled· The only trouble with the machine is it sits 
so hard it hatches out the porcelain nest eggs along with the, 
others, so that one chick in every nest is born with glass eyes, 
and the farmer has to buy and train a dog to lead it around. 
This makes it expensive. 
The Chapel rostrum looks bare without the piano, it hav-
ing been removed to another room for the convenience of those 
taking lessons. The Cliolian society experiences quite a loss in 
its removal. 
If you belong to the class in Political Economy, sit near the 
window and keep it clos.ed. '.rhere are only forty in the room 
besides yourself, and the mercury seldom runs up above 100° 
this weather. 
Manuals on base-ball are needed at the college by the ladies, 
especially those of the Senior class, so they may learn when to 
cheer and when not to, as they made several mistakes tlte 
other evening. 
The flower garden never looked better. Owing to the in-
creased number of ladies in attendance this term the kitchen is 
unable to furnish them all with work and several have been 
taking care of the flowers. 
Singular coincidence.-As soon as it was announced that 
the military company was to attend the re-union at Des Moines 
the ladies' uniforms began to appear. Query.-Are they going 
too\' Ans.-°\Vait and see. 
Through the efforts of Mr. '.r. L. Smith, the three beautiful 
and interesting volumes," Home Interiors,"" Homes and How 
to Make '.rhem," and "Illustrated Homes," by E. C. Gardner, 
have been added to the Library. 
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Perhaps no hour of the day is more fully taken up in study 
than that from six to seven l'. M. The terrace is well occupied 
by merry groups with books in hand; but human nature is 
probably studied more than any other branch. 
Thanks to Proctor Harlow. Through his exertions during 
the winter, the ice house was well filled, scarce as the article 
was, and now, while people throughout the state, are suffering 
for ice, or securing the luxury at exhorbitant prices, we have a 
plenty. 
General Geddes is going to take the military company to 
Des Moines about September 5. At that time a re-union of the 
soldiers of the state will take pla~e. The boys are looking for-
ward to a good time. They will stop over two nights and prob-
ably camp out. Who wouldn't belong to the military? 
The idea has been growing on the Seniors, during the past 
term, that they were getting up to a plane where nothing could 
affect them. This delusion was very quickly taken from one of 
them the other day, as Nature's law of gravity brought 
him, staging and all, from the roof of the new Horticultural 
hall to terra jirma. 
Prof. Stalker performed a very interesting surgical opera-
tion before his class in Veterinary Science, while the '.rrustees 
were here. Putting a horse under the influence of chloroform, 
he extracted a piece of bone and a quantity of pus from the max-
illary sinus. The operation was a delicate one and required a 
steady hand. The animal is now able to be at work. 
Messrs. Whitney, Hale, Brown, Kreigh, Northrup, Nichol-
son, Hardin, Beresford, and Misses Croy, Hull, Moore, Tnmmel, 
Lee, Gillette, Emmerson, and others have again taken up the 
course. We are glad to see them among us once more, and feel 
assured that after their long vacations they will pursue their 
studies with renewed vigor. 
Will McHenry had a very narrow escape last week. A thin 
film of hay had been thrown over one of the chutes in the barn 
that conveys the hay from the mow to the basement beneath, 
when he, not knowing the position of the chute, walked into it 
and went down nearly forty feet. A side chute at the bottom 
broke his fall, thus, in all probability, saving him from receiving 
fatal injuries. He was badly bruised as it was, but is able to be 
around some at the present. 
The Fayette Co. Union, published by Mr. McClintock of the 
Board of Trustees, and edited by himself and daughter, contains 
in full Mrs. Welch's first lecture to the class in Domestic Econ-
omy. "It should," says the editor, "be read by every house-
keeper that is or is to be in Iowa. The general dissemination 
of such sentiments and their practical adoption in every house-
hold, will do more to elevate mankind and increase their pros-
. perity and happiness than all the mere literary twaddle that 
either Yale or Harvard could gorge- a student with in ~ life-
time." 
Base-ball excitement rages. The Juniors were surprised 
last Monday, at the dinner table, by a challenge from the Sen-
iors tu play a game in the evening at six o'clock. The challenge 
was accepted immediately and at the appointed time the parties 
were on the ground. Students and faculty, both ladies and 
gentlemen, flocked to the scene. Intense excitement prevailed. 
At close of the third innings the game stood four to six in favor of 
the Juniors. They were cheered loudly as they left the field to 
begin the fourth innings. They made but one tally, however, 
and yielded the bat again to the Seniors. The Seniors now 
began to display their proclivities, and held the bat until the 
ringing of the bell, when the score stood seven to ten in their 
favor, with two men out. The ,Juniors were dissatisfied and the 
game was renewed Wednesday evening. At the close of the 
fifth innings, the game stood even, 12 to 12. Juniors take the 
bat, transform their potential energy into the kinetic form, and 
at the ringing of the bell give up the bat-score, 22 to 12. '.rhe 
game will be renewed at the earliest opportunity. 
The 'bus before the College stood, 
Why did the driver quail? 
What dimmed the fire of his dark eye, 
And made his courage fail? 
When twenty-two young forms appeared, 
With merry faces bright, 
And twenty-two young voices said, 
""\Ve'll go with yon to-night." 
He packed them in the narrow space, 
This man so truly kind, 
And with a smile on his pale face, 
He sadly walked behind. 
But one poor Freshman, who alone, 
Upon the steps had ridden, 
Who from his "special's " anxious gaze 
Had all the time been hidden, 
Said, "What care I for se1fish creed? 
All doctrines I refuse; 
The church that nearest meets my needs 
Is one with cushioned pews." 
[N. B. This transpired during vacation.] 
PERSONALS. 
'73 ahead! D. A. Kent-happy father-" two twins." 
'79. Ida Wilson is a student at Valparaiso; Indiana. 
'80. John Lemley has taken unto himself a better half. 
'75. ,J.M. Whittaker is practicing law in Marshalltown. 
'77. Latest. A. Moyer married. No particulars yet 
received. 
'78. C. F. Mount is Prof. of mathematics in the Junior 
Preparatory Department. 
'78. Misses Fowle and Tupper spent a few days at the Col-
lege, with their many friends, last week. 
'78. We are sorry to learn that Mr. Sanford's illness, at the 
end of last term, will prevent his returning this. fall. 
'80. Miss Isbell is no longer with us. Her Friend(s) will be 
glad to know that she expects to return in the spring. 
'76. James F. Hardin, LL. B., has located in Eldora. The 
Register gave him a good " send off" from Des Moines. 
'81. Miss Mattie Kellogg left for her home last Monday, on 
account of .ill health. We are sorry to learn that she does not 
intend to return. 
'77. We are pained to learn that G. I. Miller lost the first 
and second fingers of his right hand, a few days ago, by the acci-
dental discharge of his gun. 
'73. W. O. Robinson will shortly.start for Nebraska where 
he has been teaching during the summer. He intends to pur-
chase a team and make the trip overland for tlie good of his 
health. 
'77. A pleasant gathering of members of '77, occurred in 
Monticello during vacation. There were present Misses Keith, 
Curtis and Farwell, and Messrs. White, Milnes, Lee, Doxsee 
and Booth. 
'80. Miss Devoss was suddenly called home on last Mon-
day to attend her father, who is dangerously ill. She has the 
sympathy of her many friends, who hope she may soon return 
to her class. 
'77. W. A. Helsell writes to have his AURORA sent to 
Cedar Rapids. He says: "I am reading Blackstone with a 
determination that knows no such word as fail." He is with 
Blake & N ormel. 
'76. A. E. Hitchcock has closed a successful year's school 
at Rockford. During a part of his summer vacation he was 
teacher of mathematics in the Floyd county Normal. He is 
pro_ving an able and successful teacher, and will continue a sec-
ond year at Rockford. 
